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2003, San Juan Comalapa, Guatemala
by Wilda Morris
2003, San Juan Comalapa, Guatemala
massacres mass graves
massive numbers of missing persons
decades of denial
down a steep slope
near the pines
at an abandoned army base, forensic archeologist dig
silence
dirt-caked skeletons appear
face down hands tied behind backs
roots and soil inside stiff shirts and pants
all that's left
a brother's gasp a wife's keening
a mother's high-pitched moan
pine needles, flower petals are formed into altars candles burn at the lip
of the excavation
but no one knows if even now
they are safer than those who lie
in this macabre hole
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